266                           SIR  PHEROZESHAH MEHTA
Mr. Mehta eajoined on his hearers at the outset that they should
disregard the solemn exhortations to avoid imputing motives as
unmitigated cant, and to consider the question before them as
they would a criminal case. That was, to say the least of it, a very
remarkable adjuration to be uttered in what ought to be the home
and sanctuary of the highest and the best in the life of a people. It
might be expected that after expounding this cynical doctrine, the
honourable gentleman would not have cared to complain of a
real or fancied similar treatment on the part of others. But quite
three-fourths of his speech was a prolonged wail over what this or
that person had said of the motives or manner of the opposition
to University reform. We have never been slow to recognize
Mr, Mehta's abilities, but we shall not be in haste to adopt his
political precepts .... Nothing has been more painful to us than
the open contempt with which Mr. Mehta permitted himself to
speak of educationists as a class. Such expressions generally come
home to roost, and- even in the fields of life which he has made
his own, Mr. Mehta will not be long in reaping the reward of
such a sowing of the wind.1
The Universities Bill survived the hammer strokes of Pherozeshah
and the rapier-thrusts of Mr. Gokhale, who condemned the measure
in a masterly speech in the Imperial Legislative Council. Under
democratic forms of government, the arguments of these two men
would have sealed the fate of the Bill; or, it may be, the measure
might have passed into law, shorn of its most objectionable features.
But it is one of the inevitable consequences of systems of administra-
tion which are autocratic in character, that important questions of
policy have to be decided without any real assistance or guidance on
the part of leaders of thought in the country. Criticism is not very
helpful and tends to be merely destructive when the critic feels he
has no hand in the shaping of the measures he discusses, and that
the only useful thing he can do is to attack the weakest points and
the most objectionable features.
Lord Curzon on. the eve of his retirement from the country
claimed that out of the storm over the Universities legislation "had
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